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Optometry · Vocabulary & spelling

From the existing OETAce profession guide. Use these words in the context of your task; no
list is a prediction of exam content.

ophthalmologist — Eye surgeon; spelling trap: o-p-h-t-h-a-l.

intraocular pressure — IOP; pressure inside the eye, measured in mmHg.

glaucoma — Optic nerve damage, often with raised eye pressure.

cataract — Clouding of the lens; spelt c-a-t-a-r-a-c-t.

macula — Central retina; adjective macular, as in macular degeneration.

retina — Light-sensitive layer; retinal detachment is an emergency.

astigmatism — Uneven focusing from corneal shape; note -stig- in the middle.

presbyopia — Age-related loss of near focus; presby-, not presbi-.

diplopia — Double vision; -opia ending.

visual acuity — VA; recorded as, for example, 6/6 in Australia and the UK.
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